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Dear Friends,

Entering the new decade gives us reason to reflect on the 
past and look forward to the future. It’s amazing to think 
about the improvements we have made to St. Pius X in the 
past decade. I hope you will enjoy re-visiting them on the 
following page. As many things change over the years, the 
guiding light of Christ continues to lead us each day as we 
educate the next generation of Warriors. 

This new year is very special at St. Pius X as we welcome a 
full time President to our school. Following several months 
of reviewing applicants and conducting interviews, the 
Search Committee recommended Joseph Ross (SPX Class of 
1989) to Bishop Johnston as the next President of St. Pius X 
High School. I am excited to work alongside Joe to lead our 
great school. We will work together to expand our student 
population and enhance the educational opportunities 
available to them. Our campus renewal will continue, 
benefiting current and future students.

With this model, Joe Ross will be responsible for the 
implementation of mission, fiscal management, financial 
stability, community relations and enrollment management 
of St. Pius X High School. I will continue with my primary 
focus on the education and enrichment of all students.

I am honored and blessed to be here each day, educating our 
future leaders. I am committed to continuing the high quality 
of education that St. Pius X is known for and I am very 
excited to see what the next decade brings. When I reflect 
on the past, present, and future, I am humbled by you, our 
community, who continue to support our school and the 
most important ministry of our Church, Catholic Education.   

Dear Friends,

As I walked through the doors of St. Pius X last month, a little 
nervous, as the new president, it made me think of entering 
the school in 1985 for the first time as an incoming 
freshmen and meeting Sr. Rita. Much has changed for both me 
and the school since then. SPX has become the preeminent 
college-preparatory school in the Northland and I have a more 
mature appreciation for the importance of a great Catholic 
education.

I am excited to begin my first full year as President of St. Pius 
X High School. As a graduate and a longtime supporter, I am 
humbled and honored to serve the students, families, friends, 
faculty, and alumni of this special institution.

I wanted to take this opportunity to informally introduce 
myself and share with you how thrilled I am to maintain and 
grow St. Pius X as an integral part of our Catholic community 
in the Northland, and to be a part of a new decade of 
excellence alongside our students and faculty.

My family has been associated with St. Pius X since 1972 when 
my oldest brother began as a freshman here. Eleven of us 
followed him thereafter, and soon after the next generation 
of my family attended school here. My wife Angela and I have 
seven children, three of which have already graduated from 
St. Pius X.

After graduating from Benedictine College, I worked in the 
commercial truck industry for 26 years. I have been involved 
as a volunteer at St. Pius X High School for many years, serving 
on the Building and Grounds Committee and as a Co-Chair to 
the Warrior Pride Capital Campaign. 

In 2020, I look forward to hearing from our students and 
families, connecting with our great supporters and meeting 
more of my fellow alumni who are proud to be a part of the 
SPX community.
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The library was updated to include modern seating with more area 
for the students to gather before and after school. In addition, one 
side was converted to a classroom style learning area.

The parking lot was re-designed and reconstructed to include an 
upper parking lot and a driveway wrapping around the south side of 
the school building. Over 150 new parking spaces were added.

Tennis courts, softball field, baseball field, track, cross country trails, 
and soccer practice fields were added on 45 acres of land less than a 
mile from the main campus. Many of our Northland Catholic Teams 
use this facility as well.

Renovation of the Stadium is currently in progress. New turf and 
bleachers were in place before the fall sports season. A building 
with dressing rooms, concessions and a viewing area is under 
construction. 
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Alumni & Family Spotlights
Do you ever think about some of your classmates and wonder what they’ve been up to? Or do you know what they’ve been up to and you 
think they have a great story to share with the St. Pius X community? We are excited about the opportunity to highlight the wonderful stories 
that have come out of St. Pius X, reaching not only our alumni, but others throughout the Northland and beyond. We have a digital series of 
alumni and family spotlights to recognize and spread the great news that comes from our school.  

View our alumni spotlights here: spxkc.org/spotlight

Raeann Martin
After graduating from St. Pius X in 2014, Raeann 
attended Missouri S&T, graduating in 2018 with 
a Nuclear Engineering degree. Raeann works 
for Ameren as an Associate Engineer at the 
Callaway Nuclear Power Plant. 

“SPX helped me form a strong 
work ethic and a passion for 

learning, both of which helped 
me in college and beyond.”

New Scholarship Funds Created
As financial need among our school families continues to grow each year, a new initiative has begun at St. Pius X to create individualized 
scholarships for students attending SPX from each Northland Catholic grade school. By increasing individualized funds, it will provide local 
parishioners an avenue to help students from their parishes and hopefully increase the amount of need-based scholarships St. Pius X is able to 
award each year. This school year, nearly 25% of our school families applied for financial aid. Families qualifying for financial aid were awarded 
approximately 40% of their need through our program.  

“The gift of our Catholic faith is the greatest gift we can give our children. I would like to partner with Parish families to provide more 
resources to those in need to secure a Catholic education for all families who wish to come to St. Pius X. By creating individualized funds for 
each parish and grade school, we hope to widen our donor base as well as increase our financial aid for qualifying families. If students are 
planning to attend St. Pius X High School, they may be more likely to attend a Northland Catholic Grade School, thus increasing enrollment 
here and in the grade schools. We want to make the system stronger as a whole,” commented Joe Ross, President of St. Pius X.

There are a few examples of designated funds already in place that benefit St. Pius X students. Upon the passing of 
Paul and Evelyn Maroun, a foundation was created to assist students of St. Patrick School and St. Pius X High School 
by providing scholarship assistance. Paul and Evelyn Maroun were long-time parishioners at St. Patrick Parish. Paul 
was a World War 2 and Korean War Veteran. After the Navy, he worked at TWA. Evelyn was an Executive Secretary 
for a printing company in Kansas City. They were married for 65 years. Although they did not have children of their 
own, they felt that Catholic education was very important and wanted their legacy to live on by helping students 
attend Catholic School through high school, specifically with gifts designated to students from St. Patrick Grade 
School to attend St. Pius X High School. Each year since its inception,The Maroun Foundation has awarded 
St. Patrick graduates scholarships to attend St. Pius X High School. We are very grateful to the generosity and 
dedication to Catholic Education of Paul and Evelyn Maroun (pictured to the right).

Another new scholarship created in 2020 is The Emmons Choir Scholarship. This scholarship was created by an SPX 
school family to provide a renewable scholarship for students participating in Choir at St. Pius X High School. 

If you wish to designate to a specific scholarship, please call the Advancement Office at 816-453-3450.
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Alumni News & Reunions
Emily Ross Newberry (09) and husband Clay welcomed  Eloise Marie  
on July 1, 2019. Eloise joins big brother Henry!

Marie Witherow Loesel (10) and husband Aaron welcomed Charles 
Andrew on January 14, 2020. Charlie joins big sister Emma!

Elisa Lanter (10) and Ethan Essig (11) were married August 31, 2019 by 
Fr. Mike Roach (71). 

Class of 1979
Celebrates 40 Years!

Are you planning a Reunion?
The SPX Alumni Office is happy to assist anyone planning a class reunion! We can help with the following: Providing a Class List, 
Save the Dates & Invitations, Mailing Costs, Memorial Tributes, Hosting a Happy Hour at SPX, And Much More.....
Contact Missy Petit Little for more information  mlittle@spxkc.org or 816.453.3450 x116

Class of 1999
Celebrates 20 Years!

Athletic Hall of Fame
Nominations are currently being accepted for the SPX 2020 
SPX Athletic Hall of Fame Class. Please consider nominating an 
alum who helped to bring honor, recognition, distinction and 
excellence to St. Pius X High  School by their conduct both on 
and off the field, or court, of competition. If you would like to 
nominate someone, please do so at: spxkc.org/ahof

Class of 1994
Celebrates 25 Years!

Class of 1959
Celebrates 60 Years!
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Memorial Gifts Leave a Legacy

Their legacies ensure a Catholic education for future Warriors
Over the years, several families have named St. Pius X as a 
beneficiary for gifts in memory of their loved ones. Some families designate 
the gifts to the capital campaign or annual fund, some have established schol-
arship funds and others designate the funds to a specific athletic activity or 
extra-curricular program. These gifts are greatly appreciated and have helped 
significantly in the various needs of our school. Most recently, the families 
of Mike Quarrato, Donna Simmons and Larry Albani asked that donations be 
made in their memories to St. Pius X High School. 

The Alumni Tree of Life is another way to honor your deceased loved one. We 
are grateful to the friends and families of Kathy Erbacher (66) and Maureen 
McCleary (70), for recently adding their names to the Alumni Tree of Life.  For 
more information on the Alumni Tree of Life contact the Advancement Office 
at 816.453.3450.

In Memoriam
Please remember in your thoughts and prayers the following members of the St. Pius X Community who have 
recently passed away.  We extend our deep sympathy to all of their family and friends. 

Alumni
Laura Douglas McGlocklin (83), daughter of Joyce Comfort, 
stepdaughter of Peggy Douglas, sister of Mark Douglas (74), Susan 
Marx (76), Carol Price (77), Steve Douglas (78), Paul Douglas (81), 
Jason Douglas, and Jim Comfort, passed away January 21,2020. 

Kathy Erbcher (66), sister of Mary Louise Morris (62), Nancy Julian 
(72), and Ann Erbacher Grey (75), passed away October 24, 2019.

Patricia (Pat) Hayde (62), sister of Richard Hayde (63), Nancy Fiorella 
(64 dec.), Judith Dickey (66), and Phillip Hayde (69), passed away 
June 2019. 

Daniel K. Koehler (73), husband of Josephine Piraino Koehler (77),  
father of Sara, Christin and Laura, and brother of Mary Ann 
Christensen, Robert, Carol (71), Ruth Schmalz (75), Gwen Ascensio 
(79), Agnes (80), Michelle Koch (81), and Marlin passed away 
February 10, 2020.  

Robert Dean “Bobby” Shinneman (92), son of Ron & Elaine 
Shinneman and Verna Shinneman, father of Logan, and brother of 
Lori Eimer and Lisa Shinneman, passed away September 22, 2019. 

Friends
Larry Albani, husband of Linda and father of Lauren (03), Michael 
(06), Lizzy (10) passed away January 8, 2020. Larry is a Pillar of St. 
Pius X.

Anna Mae Biancavilla, wife of Salvatore, mother of Maryann 
Boatright (92) and Rosann Birdsong, passed away November 2, 2019.

Ross J. Cascio, father of Victor, Rozanne Scimeca, and Christy Hartner 
(87), passed away December 3, 2019.

Beverly Cavaliere, wife of Paul, mother of Michael Cavaliere (81 dec.), 
and Maria Giglio (82), passed away on November 1, 2019.

Beverly Kupersmith, mother of Cynthia Coleman (66), Laura  Sivadge 
(68), Timothy Kupersmith, and Elizabeth Clovis, passed away 
December 24, 2019.

Stephen McCray, husband of Noella DeVolder McCray (63), passed 
away November 26, 2019.

Bob Myers, husband of Jean, father of Steve Myers (73), passed away 
October 28, 2019.

Joseph Penne, husband of LaRinda, father of Brett (11) and Ryan (15), 
passed away September 18, 2019.

Benjamin Arthur Pullan, husband of Jean, father of Barbara 
LeSage (90) and John (96), passed away January 13, 2020.

Michael Carl Quarrato, husband of Antoinette, father of Carl (91), 
Jennifer Davis (94), and Kathleen Wessinger (96), passed away
February 11, 2020. 

Donna Simmons, mother of Jennifer Moore (91), passed away June 23, 
2019.

Joyce Staverman, mother of Michael (81), Robert, Lisa Weber, Sharon 
Bowen (79), Katherine Krumpelman and Theresa Lough, passed away 
July 22, 2019. Joyce and her husband Larry (dec) are Pillars of St. Pius X. 

James Streu, husband of Lynn and father of Devin, passed away 
January 7th.

Michael Wells, husband of Katie Teson (97) passed away September 
19, 2019.

Jason Young, son of Louise Iennacarro (62) and Glenn Young (66), 
passed away January 2, 2020.

Joseph Zollmann, husband of Susan, father of Patricia Kissinger (77), 
Steve (78), Bob (82) and Barbara Blasko (85), passed away December 
8, 2019. 
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Welcome to Anthony Simone '02
St. Pius X High School would like to welcome Anthony Simone, ‘02, as Head Football Coach 
for the 2020-2021 season. Anthony has been a coach and administrator for the Necco 
Raiders, a youth football organization, for the past 13 years. Anthony was a three-sport 
athlete when he attended St. Pius X, and went on to play football at MU and William Jewell. 
Anthony’s family is full of Warrior tradition, as his parents and siblings also attended St. Pius 
X. He and his wife, Kristin, have four children and reside in the Northland.

Coach Parsons receives two Coaching Awards
St. Pius X Golf Coach Rhett Parsons received two honors this year. Coach 
Parsons was named Missouri State High School Activities Association Golf 
Coach of the Year and the National Federation of High Schools Missouri 
Golf Coach of the Year. The 2019 Golf Team won first in team state and 
Cole Elling, won first in individual state.  Congratulations Coach Parsons!

Anthony will be the 8th head football coach at St. Pius X, following Coach Rick Byers. We are incredibly grateful to 
Coach Rick Byers for his decades of service to the football program, including 25 years as head coach.  During his 
tenure, the program achieved a level of success that is unrivaled in the history of St. Pius X – including 4 State Title 
game appearances in 5 years with 3 State Titles. Beyond on-field success, Coach Byers was instrumental in molding 
generations of young men into successful leaders. We thank Coach Rick Byers for his tutelage, support, love and 
overall impact on many students over the years, and we are all excited that Rick will continue to serve as the Athletic 
Director and teacher at St. Pius X High School.

SPX STAD IUM & ATHLET IC  COMPLEX 
OPEN HOUSE

MARCH 25TH -  4 :00 -  6 :00 P .M .
Come check out the SPX Athletic Complex
and the Stadium Renovations!
 
Spring sports will be in full swing at the
Athletic Complex and you can see our new
facility in use by our athletes.
 
Renovations are in progress at the Football
& Soccer Stadium. Stop by and take an up
close look at the new building and field.
 
Coaches will be on hand at both locations. 

SPX Athletic Complex

3700 NE Davidson Rd

KCMO 64116

SPX Stadium - Main CampusRenovations Ongoing
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Sustainable gifts to SPX benefit everyone. By setting up a scheduled 
monthly donation, you can easily manage your gift to fit your budget. 
Your hero status is locked in by providing St. Pius X with a dependable 
source of support throughout the year.

As a MONTHLY GIVING HERO you will:
· Repeatedly demonstrate your commitment to Catholic education
· Repeatedly support our amazing teachers
· Repeatedly provide SPX opportunities to improve how we educate and 
serve our students

BECOME A HERO FOR SPX 
BY JOINING OUR MONTHLY GIVING PROGRAM

$15 
PER MONTH

$25 
PER MONTH

$50 
PER MONTH

$100 
PER MONTH

$350 
PER MONTH

You will 
provide a 
RETREAT 

for an SPX 
student

You will 
provide 
essential 
ART or 

SCIENCE 
supplies for 

SPX students

You will provide 
TRANSPORTATION 

for six 
extracurricular 

activities

You will 
provide 

GROUNDS 
MAINTENANCE 

to help 
advance our 

facilities

You will 
provide 

TUITION FOR 
A SEMESTER 
for a grateful 
SPX student 

in need

YOU CAN MAKE A MONTHLY OR ONE-TIME GIFT TODAY AT
HERO.SPXKC.ORG

EVEN WARRIORS NEED HEROES! YOU 
CAN BE 

A HERO 
TO ST. PIUS X 
STUDENTS BY 

JOINING OUR NEW 
ANNUAL FUND 

MONTHLY GIVING 
PROGRAM. 


